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Abstract;

New rechnical deviees are developing continuonsly to assist and improve our quality of
life. Digiral books influence children's ability to read, it makes the book interesting and
influences lite racy and reading, Many criticy Jear that the digital revolution signifies the death of
the printed-book. Parents themselves qre digital readers but they still prefer to use printed bopks
Jor their children. A recent study shows that children are more able to assimilate multimodal and
digital texts. The new trend of reading on digital devices is no exception 1o the new generation

readers. Digital media offers great possibilities for the creation of valuable, educational as ywell
@s engaging reading skills.

Keywords: Digital, literacy, digital revolution, multimodal, digital text, digital media....

Digitization and all other developments have become a
developments like E-mails, websites, word processing, computer/ mobile games, various apps
etc. have their influences on education in general and literature education in particular. Today ™
being permanently online is considered as normal. New technical devices are developing
continuously to assist and improve our quality of life. Reading books are affected by this change.
People increasingly prefer the use of digital devices for reading news and literary articles.
Reading on these digital devices is different than reading of printed books. Interaction and
multimodality are the advantages of a digital text which differs from q printed text. Digital books
influence children’s ability to read, it mukes the book interesting and influences litemacy and
reading. '

Use of internet and more mobile devices has been changing our way of lite and behavior
immensely. The huge quantitic‘s of information through the use of intermnet can be ;:ccca.\“cd
permanently and content can be easily downloaded every day, People are reading online version
of the news on tablets rather daily printed newspaper. It may have serious effects on the
publishing industry, Many critics fear that the digital revolution signifies the death of the printed
book. Cultural theorist, Ted Striphas argues thi,

The book still has an important status in today's society and that print continues to be the

most vilued medium of knowledge transmission (Striphas, 2009). . -

Digitlization does not only affeet the book and the publishing sector but it :'ﬂso :“T::
the reading habits. Reading online und on digital devices is inereasing day by day during the ”
few years und the use of print medin is deerensed. This shift is considered as .tl;ungcrvtms m. o
culture and education, Nicholas Cure urgues in his book 7he Shallows that reading 0"‘1"“' m:;dcs
us stupid, due to the internet’s influence on our wity of reading, Internet search t‘"S"\“’ P‘“t’" .

endless information within a second, However, due (o excess mmount of requested results by

—

ymuil.col

part of our everyday life. Digital

v2014
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T World Wide Web, it is impossible to read all in depth and detail. Skimming of paragraphs is a

more appropriate technique to overcome this problem. Carr states that,
This shift in reading behavior is affecting and transforming our brain, making us

incapable of focusing on long texts.
In other words the loss of deep reading skills involves the loss of deep thinking. The

ability of concentrating on text is negatively influenced by the use of digital media,

Multimodality is the combination of different modes to create meaning like text, sound
and images. A mode is a term used to describe a set of socially and culturally shaped resources
for making meaning. Different modes hold different values in the socicty. The new digital books
offer opportunity to use multimodality and more than written text to create meaning. There is a
fear that this combination of different media forms in one text could be more distracting. This
concern is mentioned by Carr as,

It injects the medium's content with hyperlinks, blinking ads, and other digital gewgaws,

and it surrounds the content with the content of all the other media it has absorbed. A new

e-mail message, for instance, may announce its arrival as we're glancing over the latest
headlines at a newspaper's site. The result is to scatter our attention and diffuse our
concentration. '

Digital books for children are often interesting and permit the creation of multimodal and
interactive books for tablets which can combine sounds, videos, images, animation and text and
offer completely new reading experience for children. Parents themselves are digital readers but
they still prefer to use printed books for their children. A recent study shows that children are

more able to assimilate multimodal and digital texts. They state that,
Children today live in media-saturated homes and communities and that is therefore

impossible to exclude children from digital media. (Hisrich, Blanchard, 2009).

Children see their parents, older siblings and everybody else in their environment using
digital devices and media. A study by Rachel Levy, an cducation professor, shows that children
are very comfortable with the use of digital media and have no trouble using it. Digitization
supports the children’s understanding of written text. _

Whenever a new writing technology has emerged, it has have always seen as endangering

our intellectual property and education. :
The intellectual history of reading and writing technologies consists, as it were, of a

recursive series of laments about the apparent incapacity of these technologies to
represent or manifest fully- the word, presence, personality, meaning, intention, and
beyond. It is, morcover, a history so densely laden with contradictions and role reversals
that a time when something besides loss and alienation ruled the day seems almost
unimaginable. Striphas, 26
§ The new trend of reading on digital devices is no exception to the new generation readers.
C.ru:'cs fear that through the decrease in reading of print media literacy, our education will spoil
sngmﬁf:anlly through the next years. It means literary culture and skills will worsen and reading
:l.; a leisure activity wil! disappear in half a century, But digitization has altered the relationship
:y::;;:k; ;::;:ur;}](::nlcllct{mdm‘ld lht:‘.i.’ use of lcch'lmlngicnl and digital devices, Devices like GPS
%1 wiu; lhescp dcvi;:;:nm;t:hflh u[c .:.m essential part of society and people spent their time and
spending their tim or el llnz:.;r'“;n'mngly day by day. It doesn'f mean that p?o'ple are not
- eading in fact does not decrease with the use of digital devices.
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nepative predictions, the printed book is not going mway any time soon. Stri

Book (will) remain key artifacts through which vocal actors articulate and struggle over

specific interests, values, practices and worldviews. (Striphas, 20009)

The printed book still takes an important place in our society. It still holds the status of

the main artifact of education and knowledge transmission. It will not be forgotten or vanish
completely. Jay David Bolter and Richard Grusin argue that every remediation of a medium ‘
depends on its predecessor, which means that the old medium can never be completely erased,
The new medium depends on the old one and permanently reminds of it. The new media and
technologies we use for reading and learning to read play an important role in shaping cur brain,
Parents are still skeptical about the use of ¢-books reading with their children. It is their opinion
that a printed book is better in terms of helping children learn how to read. There is not 3
research study which proves that digital reading is better or worse than print. Digitalization of
books does not have negative influence on the publishing sector and children’s [iterary
development.

It is undeniable that the growing popularity and development of digital books and dizital
reading has had immense impact on readers and publishers. The death of book is a biased and
premature conclusion. Research shows that younger generations still prefer printed bocks over
the digital due to the emotional bonding and economic value. Digital reading and especially the
new technology of enhanced buoks are closely associated with the theories of multimedality.
This development suggests a great possibility to create a new educational reading experience and
get them involved and create interest for reading. Children’'s literary development, the changing
ecology of reading should be scen as a development encouraged by changes in culture rather
danger to culture. Digital media offers great possibilities for the creation of valuable, educational
as well as engaging reading skills and it is time (o start using them to get benefit from this
development.
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